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CASPAR BABYPANTS: JUMP FOR JOY!  The 13th album from Caspar Babypants (aka Chris Ballew 
from the Seattle rock and roll band The Presidents of the United States of America) is full of super-fun, 
sing-along, good-time music for the whole family’s enjoyment. The energy on the album goes from 
upbeat and fun at the beginning to sleepy and mellow at the end. Simple acoustic instruments and 
thoughtful arrangements will engage the kids and the parents alike, so clear space for a dance floor and 
enjoy! All ages. Aurora Elephant; amazon.com; CD/$14.

DAN ZANES: LEAD BELLY, BABY!  As a young boy, Grammy award-win-
ning children’s artist Dan Zanes was drawn to the music of Lead Belly in all of its magic, imagination, 
and mystery. This discovery completely changed his view of the world and his place in it. Zanes now 
presents a fresh vision of Lead Belly’s music for a new generation, with a little help from his friends. 
Experience Lead Belly’s songs through a new lens as Dan Zanes, Valerie June, Chuck D., Billy Bragg, 
Aloe Blacc, and many others celebrate an American musical icon. 45 minutes, 40-page booklet with 
lyrics. All ages. Smithsonian/Folkways; Company; readeez.com; CD/$15.

LUCKY DIAZ & THE FAMILY JAM BAND: MADE IN LA  Crowned the very first U.S.-based artists 
to win a Latin Grammy in the Children’s Album category. Incubated in the dreamy sunscape of South-
ern California, Made in LA,the band’s most energetic and eclectic album yet, features the who’s who of 
the family music scene in Los Angeles, including Genevieve Goings (Disney 
Jr), Mike Phirman (SiriusXM), Todd McHatton, Andrew & Polly, and Mista 
Cookie Jar, as well as Grammy nominee Frances England. All ages. Rainy Day 
Dimes Music; amazon.com; CD/$13.

THE WIGGLES: DUETS  A collection of tracks performed by The Wiggles and 
their famous friends: Kylie Minogue, Jimmy Barnes (Cold Chisel), Lou Diamond Phillips, Ross Wilson 
(Mondo Rock/Daddy Cool), Guy Sebastian, Steve, Terri, Bindi and Robert Irwin, and many others. All 
ages. ABC; amazon.com; CD/$11.
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read, see, listen

NAPTASTROPHE!  Lucy is not tired! She is not going to nap today! Lucy is an expert at staying awake. But when 
running errands with her dad, it’s suddenly way too loud, and the lights are way too bright. It’s . . . a naptastrophe! 
Funny illustrations and a relatable character serve as a perfect reminder that kids miss out on the fun when naps 
are skipped. Ages 2+. By Jarrett J. Krosoczka. Knopf  Books for Young Readers; randomhousekids.com; $12.

MAX THE BRAVE  Join this courageous, but clueless, kitten who is ready to chase mice if 
only he can figure out what they are. Max politely asks a variety of animals for help in find-
ing a mouse. Kids will delight in Max’s mistakes, while adults will love the subtle, tongue-
in-cheek humor of this new children’s classic. Ages 5 +. By Ed Vere. Sourcebooks Jabberwocky; 
jabberwockykids.com; $8/board book.

BRAVE  In his daydreams, Jensen is a hero saving the world and his friends on a daily basis. 
But his middle school reality is very different—math is hard, getting along with friends is 
tough, even finding a partner for the class project is a project when no one wants you. And 
the pressure’s on even more once the school newspaper’s dynamic duo, Jenny and Akilah, draw Jensen into the 
whirlwind of school news, social-experiment projects, and behind-the-scenes club drama. Jensen has always 
played the middle school game one level at a time, but suddenly, someone’s cranked up the difficulty setting. 
Ages 8 +. By Svetlana Chmakova. Yen Press; yenpress.com; $8. 

BEYOND THE BRIGHT SEA  Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, iso-
lated island in Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just 

hours old, Crow’s only companions are Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their fierce 
and affectionate neighbor across the sandbar. Crow has always been curious about the world around her, but it 
isn’t until the night a mysterious fire appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms 
in her heart. Soon, an unstoppable chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger. 
Vivid and heart-wrenching, it is a beautifuly crafted and tensely paced tale that explores questions of identity, 
belonging, and the true meaning of family. Ages 12+. By Lauren Wolk. Dutton Children’s Books; penguin.com; $10.

THE 7 HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE TEENS  This book offers a simple approach to help teens 
improve self-image, build friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, and get along with their 
parents, as well as tackle the new challenges of our time, like cyberbullying and social media. In addition, 
this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and incredible stories about real teens from 
all over the world. By Sean Covey. Touchstone; simonandschuster.com; $17.

100 SIMPLE SECRETS OF HAPPY FAMILIES  From raising children to getting 
along with in-laws, what do people with close and loving families do differently 
than those with strained or unfulfilling relationships? The book utilizes a collec-
tion of the most current and significant data from more than a thousand of the 
best scientific studies on families and is condensed into 100 essential ways to find 
and maintain love, joy, and satisfaction in all family relationships. Each statistic 
is accompanied by a true story about a real family showing the results in action. 
By David Niven, P.h.D. HarperOne; harpercollins.com; $12.

TEACH YOUR CHILD TO READ IN 100 EASY LESSONS  A step-by-step pro-
gram for parents to teach their preschooler or first grader how to read. Twenty 
minutes a day is all you need, and within 100 teaching days, your child will 
be reading on a solid second-grade reading level. Everything you need is in the book—no making or 
buying anything, no complicated directions. One hundred lessons, fully illustrated and color-coded for 
clarity, give your child the basic and more advanced skills needed to become a good reader. By Siegfried 
Engelmann, Elaine Bruner, & Phyllis Haddox. Touchstone; simonandschuster.com; $24.
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DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 4   It’s summertime, and Greg Heffley (Zachary Gordon) is looking 
forward to playing video games and spending time with his friends. However, Greg’s dad (Steve 
Zahn) has other plans: he’s decided that some father-son bonding time is in order. Desperate to 
prevent his dad from ruining summer vacation, Greg pretends he has a job at a ritzy country club. 
But Greg’s plan backfires, leaving him in the middle of embarrassing mishaps and a camping trip 
gone wrong. Rated PG. 20th Century Fox; foxconnect.com; DVD/$24.

SCALES: MERMAIDS ARE REAL  A seemingly ordinary girl learns that 
she’s destined to turn into a mermaid on her 12th birthday. Siren must say 
goodbye to her family and friends while evading a group of hunters who are 
trying to catch her. She soon becomes friends with Adam Wilts, a new boy 

at school, who she turns to for help. He agrees to help her but finds himself caught in the middle 
when it’s his own father who is after Siren. Rated PG. Lionsgate; lionsgate.com; DVD/$19. 

MOANA  An adventurous teen sails out on a brave mission to save her 
people. During her journey, Moana meets the once-mighty demigod Maui, 
who guides her in her quest to become a master way-finder. Together, 
they sail across the open ocean on an action-packed voyage, encountering 
enormous monsters and impossible odds. Along the way, Moana fulfills 
the ancient quest of her ancestors and discovers the one thing she always 
sought: her own identity. Rated PG. Walt Disney Studios Home Entertain-
ment; movies.disney.com; Blu-Ray/$25. 

BOSS BABY  A new baby’s arrival impacts a family, told from the point of 
view of a delightfully unreliable narrator—a wildly imaginative seven-year-old named Tim. The 
most unusual Boss Baby (Alec Baldwin) arrives at Tim’s home in a taxi, wearing a suit and carrying 
a briefcase. Sibling rivalry must soon be put aside when Tim discovers that Boss Baby is actually 
a spy on a secret mission, and only he can help thwart a dastardly plot that involves an epic battle 
between puppies and babies. Rated PG. Dreamworks; amazon.com; Blu-Ray/$37.


