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MISS NINA: TSHA DOO BE DOOP  Praised for her beautiful voice and contagious joy that children 
love, Nina is committed to creating children’s music that is actually conceived with the young child in 
mind. The uncomplicated charms of the album unfold from this child-centered focus, fueled by her 
happy, high-energy, dancing spirit, the heart and soul of the album. It showcases an eclectic mix of styles, 
bound by a commonality of movement and rhythm (even including elements of child-appropriate hip-
hop and rap). In the album’s opening track, “My Hula Hoop,” Miss Nina creates layers of sound using 
both vocalized rhythms and hand clapped rhythmic patterns. All ages. Little 
Monster Records; littlemonsterrecords.com.au/; CD/$16.

READEEZ: SONGEEZ  The twenty-eight tunes span a variety of genres and tempos. And though 
every song is appropriate for the under-six crowd, it’s a good bet that older children and parents will 
find these clever melodies and lyrics stuck in their heads. Arrangements run toward piano-and-vocal, 
but there’s more than a bit of uke, guitars (acoustic and electric), and whistling. All ages. The Readeez 
Company; readeez.com; CD/$12.

CHARLIE HOPE: I’M ME!  Hope’s voice is light and sweet. Her original songs are very catchy and easy to sing along to. The 
album features award-winning songs like “I’m Me!” and funny songs like “Frog Song” about a frog 
who eats edamame. Hope also includes a lot of classic children’s songs, like her fabulous version of “Mr. 
Sun” and others like “Fire Truck” and “Pop Goes the Weasel.” There are also 
some more complex tunes to please older kids. All ages. Little Maple Leaf 
Productions; amazon.com; CD/$16.

LAUGHING PIZZA: LET’S GO PLAY!  A fun, pop-flavored, sing-and-dance 
along CD full of great songs! The 14-track album that celebrates topics like 
healthy living, cleaning your room, being friends, and more! The title song, 

“Let’s Go Play,” is very catchy and has a message kids need to hear—put down the iPod, and go outside! 
All ages. Little Bean Family Entertainment; laughingpizza.com; CD/$10.
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GIRAFFES CAN’T DANCE  A touching tale of Gerald the giraffe, who wants nothing more than to dance. With 
crooked knees and thin legs, it’s tougher than you would think. Gerald is finally able to dance to his own tune 
when he gets some encouraging words from an unlikely friend. This is a great story to encourage kids to follow 
their aspirations and try new things, even if they find them hard to master at first. Ages 2+. By Giles Andreae. 
Cartwheel Books; scholastic.com; $5/board book.

100 BACKYARD ACTIVITIES THAT ARE THE DIRTIEST, COOLEST, CREEPY-CRAWLIEST 
EVER!  Your backyard is your new museum, and grown-ups are only your assistants. You’ll 
become an expert on bugs, reptiles, birds, and plants by getting to know them up close 

and personal. How cool is that? Can a worm smell different foods? How much weight can a super-strong bess 
beetle carry? Are crickets happier alone or with a friend? There’s a whole world out there waiting to be discovered 
. . . take this book with you, go exploring, and have a blast spending hours outside. Ages 6 yrs +. By Colleen Kessler. 
Page Street Publishing; pagestreetpublishing.com; $14.

THE SHADOW CIPHER  From National Book Award finalist and Printz Award winner Laura Ruby comes an 
epic alternate history series about three kids who try to solve the greatest mystery of the modern world: a puzzle 
and treasure hunt laid into the very streets and buildings of New York City. This first book in this exciting new 
series is perfect for fans of steampunk, history, mystery, and magic. Let the puzzles begin! 
Ages 8+. By Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Lea Redmond. Walden Pond Press; harpercollinschildrens.
com; $10. 

FRAMED! Florian has just moved to Washington. He’s learning his way around using 
T.O.A.S.T., which stands for the Theory of All Small Things. It’s a technique he invented 
to solve life’s little mysteries, such as where to sit on the on the first day of school, or which 

restaurant has the best eggrolls. When he teaches it to his new friend, Margaret, they uncover a mystery that isn’t 
little. In fact, it’s huge, and it involves the National Gallery, the FBI, and a notorious crime syndicate. Can Florian 
help the FBI solve the case? Ages 12+. By James Ponti. Aladdin; simonandschusterpublishing.com; $8.

KNIGHTS IN TRAINING  Bringing chivalry back into our modern-day world, this book shows us how 
to inspire today’s generation of young boys to pursue honor, courage, and compassion. When we issue 
the challenge and give boys the reasons why it is worth pursuing, we step forward on an incredible jour-
ney towards raising the kind of boys who, just like the knights of old, make an impact in their world 
now and for the rest of their lives. By Heather Haupt. TarcherPerigee; penguin.com; $10.

EVEN IF YOUR TOES TURN PURPLE  Using a collection of engaging stories and 
parables, Rich and Tim provide “Power Tools” on teaching teens the principles 
of perseverance, goal setting, self-discipline, determination, business creation, 
integrity, and forgiveness. It encourages parents to: build enduring relationships 
with their teens; ignite deeply rooted values in a troubled world; inspire teens 
to be engaged and responsible; and teach your teens to soar. By Rich & Tim 
Christiansen (father & son). Sourced Media Books; sourcedmediabooks.com; $15.

THE BABY OWNER’S MANUAL  Through step-by-step instructions and help-
ful schematic diagrams, The Baby Owner’s Manual explores hundreds of fre-
quently asked questions: What’s the best way to swaddle a baby? How can I 
make my newborn sleep through the night? When should I bring the baby to 
a doctor for servicing? Whatever your concerns, you’ll find the answers here—courtesy of celebrated 
pediatrician Dr. Louis Borgenicht and his son, Joe Borgenicht. Together, they provide plenty of useful 
advice for anyone who wants to learn the basics of childcare. By Louis Borgenicht, M.D. & Joe Borgenicht. 
Quirk Books; quirkbooks.com; $10.
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DANIEL TIGER’S NEIGHBORHOOD: TIGER FAMILY TRIP  It’s time for a family road trip to see 
Grandpere! Join the Tiger Family as they sing and play games, enjoy a dinosaur-themed playground, 
and explore a butterfly garden on their way to Grandpere’s house. This grr-ific DVD also includes sto-
ries that feature Daniel going to a carnival, watching fireworks, and setting up a lemonade stand with 
Prince Wednesday. Rated G. PBS Distribution; amazon.ccom DVD/$10.

ALBION: THE ENCHANTED STALLION  Twelve-year-old Eviel is transported 
by a magical black stallion, Dag Dia, to the mystical world of Albion, where she 
discovers that she alone is the key to saving an entire race of people. Evie, her new 

friend Eriu, and Dag Dia travel across Albion in search of the Four Treasures of the Danann, meeting 
weird and wonderful characters and facing dangers from every side. Albion is a coming- of- age story 
about learning to love everything you have, rather than obsessing over the things you don’t. Rated TV-
PG. Gravitas Ventures; gravitasventures.com; DVD/$25. 

HIDDEN FIGURES  The incredible true story of three brilliant, African-American women, who served as 
the brains behind one of the greatest operations in history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit. 
This stunning achievement restored the nation’s confidence, turned around the Space Race against the So-
viets, and galvanized the world. The visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines to inspire generations to 
dream big.  Rated PG. 20th Century Fox; foxconnect.com Blu-Ray/$15. 

GROWING UP SMITH  In this feel-good, coming-of-age story of Smith, a 10-year-
old boy from India is growing up in a small American town in 1979. As the boy’s 

family tries to straddle the line between embracing the American Dream and preserving their Indian 
heritage, Smith sneaks out for a taste of Kentucky Fried Chicken, dons a Saturday Night Fever costume, 
and contends with his parents as they send him to school with a yellow squash instead of a pumpkin to 
carve for Halloween. As Smith falls head over heels in love with Amy, the girl next door, he finds in Amy’s 
father, the quintessential American he wishes his own father could be. Rated PG-13. Cinedigm; cinedigm.
com; DVD/$13. 


